
 

Am I ready for 
Kindergarten? 

                                                           
   

                       Welcome to ½ day Kindergarten! 

Please join us May 7th 6:00 – 6:45pm for a fun and informative meeting 
to discuss your child’s upcoming ½ Day Kindergarten experience! We ask that 
parents bring only the new Kindergartener and find childcare for siblings. We 
will go over a typical kindergarten day, our curriculum, how to better 
prepare your child, and answer any questions you may have. We will also go 
over all the information on this sheet. Your Kindergartener will go with the 
Kindergarten teachers to see the classrooms and do a few fun activities! 
This is a great opportunity for a quick separation to see their new school.  

Below is a guide to help better prepare your child for their 
kindergarten experience. If your child is not “on target” for each area you 
have all summer to reach these goals.  

On Target:  Your child is doing great! 
Mastery:  Your child is doing even better than expected on this skill. 
Red Flag: No need for panic! But it’s time to find some playful learning activities to help 
your child grow in this area. 



Counting to 100 
▪ On Target: Counting to 29 or 39 
▪ Mastery: Counting to 100+ 
▪ Red Flag: Counting to 12 

 

Red Flag: If your child gets stuck at 12, that’s a normal developmental milestone that 
he/she should be past before starting kindergarten. Otherwise he/she might not reach 
100 before the year’s end.   

Alphabet Recognition 

▪ On Target: Names all capital letters and some lower case letters. Names half the 
sounds. 

▪ Mastery: Names all capital and lower case letters and every letter’s sound. 
▪ Red Flag: Names only a few capital letters and very few lower case letters. Names 

only a few sounds. 
 

It’s completely normal for young children to have trouble with certain lowercase letters 
that look similar (p,d,b), (f,t), (i,j).  If these are the only problems, they are quickly 
resolved in the first quarter of school.   

Red Flag: If your child hasn’t picked up letters and sounds yet, this is definitely something 
you should work on. 

Name Writing  
▪ On Target: Uses all capital letters (first name). 
▪ Mastery: Begins with a capital letter and follows with lowercase letters (first 

name). 
▪ Red Flag: Cannot recognize her name, cannot spell it, or cannot write it. 

 

Red Flag: If your child cannot write her name correctly, it’s time for daily practice. 

 



Writing Skills 
▪ On Target: Understands that writing is made of up letters and attempts to write 

some letters, draws a picture to match, and dictates to you what they “wrote” 
▪ Mastery: Writes a complete sentence using 4-5 words.  
▪ Red Flag: Does not know what to do if asked to write a sentence or scribbles on a 

paper.  
 

Red Flag: If your child does not understand what writing looks like start a daily journal 
with them! They can dictate what they want to write and copy how you wrote it. They 
can then draw a picture to match!  

Listening Skills 

▪ On Target: Enjoys listening to a stack of picture books.  Makes personal connections 
to stories and answers simple questions.  May be recognizing a handful of familiar 
words. 

▪ Mastery: Asks to be read to every day.  Will listen to a large stack of picture books 
and beg for more. Enjoys listening to simple chapter books with good 
attention.  Makes personal connections to stories and answers both simple and 
complex questions correctly.  May be reading some books independently. 

▪ Red Flag: Does not sit for more than 1-2 books at time. Does not talk about books or 
ask basic questions.  Cannot answer simple questions about a story.  Usually prefers 
a screen to a book. 

 

Red Flag: If your child does not enjoy being read to, put more limits on screen time and 
make use of your library card. 

Phonemic Awareness Skills 
• On Target: Is able to demonstrate one to one correspondence between words in a 

sentence and/or can clap the correct number of words in the sentence.  Can also 
identify when two words rhyme.  

•  Mastery: Can clap out syllables in words and can produce a word that rhymes 
with a given word, even if it's a nonsense word.   

•  Red Flag: Does not understand the difference between a word and a letter. Has no 
concept of rhyming words.   

 

Red Flag: Read books that contain rhymes such as Mother Goose or Dr. Seuss and explain 
to your child that it is a rhyming book because words sound the same at the end of the 
sentence.  



Self Help Skills 
▪ On Target: Is comfortable wearing his or her school clothes and operating the 

buttons, snaps and zippers independently. 
▪ Mastery: Can easily operate all kinds of fasteners on clothing without assistance. 

Can put shoes on with assistance other than tying them.  
▪ Red Flag: Needs help removing and fastening clothing to use the restroom. 

 

Red Flag: Your needs to independently do the following: use the restroom, fasten coat, 
open/close car door, put papers into their folder, and zip and put on their backpack. If 
your child is attending full day kindergarten, they need to know how to open all their 
containers inside their lunch.  

Fine Motor/Pencil Grip 
▪ On Target: Your child holds a pencil correctly using a proper grip  
▪ Mastery: You child holds a pencil correctly using a proper grip and forms all letters 

from the top down.   
▪ Red Flag: Your child holds the pencil with a fist grip.  

 

Proper Grip 

 

Red Flag: Show your child the proper grip and fix their fingers when using a pencil, crayon, 
or marker. This will increase their handwriting skills to have neat handwriting.   

 

If your child has never been exposed to working on a computer try it out this summer! 
They need to know how to manipulate a computer mouse in the fall. If you do not have 
a computer at home, check out our Public Library to do this! 

Most of all, have fun working on these skills to better prepare your child for 

Kindergarten!!! 
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