
Minutes

PTO General Membership Meeting - September 8, 2021 at 6 pm

Attendance:  Laurie Fischer, Kristina Hillmer, Jacki Block, Allison Hasan, Kari Bumber, Sara
Holzwarth, Chris Ramey, Leslie Johnson, Tara Moser

Call to Order at 6:02p.m. by Jacki Block.

Welcome and Introduction of Board Members

Jacki Block, Allison Hasan, Sara Holzwarth and Kari Bumber all introduced themselves and stated their

job titles.

Introduction of School Administration and School Report

Laurie Fischer introduced herself and stated she has been in education for 30 years.  This is the new

normal as school is seen and everyone is handling it well.  There are 593 students in the building which

includes the students from Bonnie McBeth.  Curriculum night turnout was high in comparison to other

buildings.  Teachers appreciated the chalk and the breakfast that was provided by the PTO.  The kids are

acclimating well to the school and the new normal.  Lots of smiling faces and happy kids and teachers.

IReady testing will happen the week of Sept 13-19th.  This is given three times a year and is used as a

prediction measure for the state tests.  There will be a connectEd that goes out about the IReady tests

and best ideas of how to prepare for it.  The curriculum night powerpoint is on the Freedom website.

Meeting Minutes Approval of Minutes May 12th - Executive

Motion to approve the minutes.

1st motion- Leslie Johnson 2nd motion- Chris Ramey

Treasurer’s Report

Final FY 2020/2021 and Revised 2021/2022

The 20/21 budget has estimated approximately $26,000 for fundraising, however the actual income was

only approximately $13,000.  The PTO sponsored events for the school were budgeted at approximately

$16,000 and only $5,700 was used.  The biggest expenses were the fifth grade event donation and the

teacher grants.

The 21/22 has a budget of approximately $36,000.  It is already seeing almost $3,000 income from

fundraising programs.  The outdoor classroom has a budget of $8,148.35 and this includes money that

was carried over from the 20/21 school year.  Also monies from community support also carried over from

last school year, $160.74.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JNita_wU2e3CrxOjibnRkSmJe3ysP26HAavDuNibZY0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-kwPkMtIm-15JhUV3oXC-40SCRCSUmFJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ACFfZFQ6tmeIEGLHgIj9I8hptIvZDorV/view?usp=sharing


CAPE meeting (Coordination of Administration and Parents Groups for Educational Efficiency)
Jacki Block and Amber Goldstein attended the meeting on August 27,2021 representing Freedom
Elementary School.  The Rewards ceremony was virtual and gift bags were given out in lieu of dinner.
PTO is allowed to have indoor events and use food trucks.  CAPE cafe is starting and this will be used to
share information between the members from different schools.  October 2 is the Homecoming Parade.
Walkers will line up at 8:15 a.m. and the parade starts at 9:00.  The winners will be announced at Central
H.S.

New Business

President, Jacki Block

Outdoor classroom-

Everything that was previously approved has been ordered.  Graphics are provided by Sign-A-Rama, a
local company.  There are chairs, a white board, and stem materials.  Activities will extend to the blacktop
so at recess the students will be able to interact with activities as well.  Teachers will order plants through
a Google document but money is allocated for every student to have a plant.  David Stephen, an Eagle
Scout, chose Freedom’s greenhouse as his Eagle Scout project. He spent an entire weekend taking the
greenhouse apart and putting it all back together so it is now fully functioning.  Plants were donated
around the greenhouse and it is ready to be used.

Fundraiser-

The Moonwalk is the fundraiser this year.  It will be on Oct 19.  Registration will be from Sept. 24-26 with a
video assembly on Sept 24.  Kids who register will get a free t-shirt.  The Moonwalk will be in the gym and
the gym will be transformed into outer space.  Kids by class will decorate a planet and name it.  Funds
from the fundraiser will enhance the building and be used for new interactive cameras for the classrooms.

Homecoming-

The Homecoming parade is Oct 2.  We need volunteers to help decorate the float.  A volunteer has
stepped up to help with the Homecoming committee.  The theme is still being decided.

Vice President-Allison Hasan

Family Dinner night-

Yogurt Beach was the first family dinner night.  It was a big success with $750 total profits, we received

$230.  Johnny’s Red Hots will be the next family dinner night in Sept.

Father/ Son Event-

The theme is Great Outdoors with Dads and Smores.  The deadline to register for the event is Sept 8.

The number of participants was increased by The Forge.  The event will be held at The Forge in Lemont.

There will be a rotation of stations including:  laser tag, kid zone and kayaking/canoeing.  There will also

be yard games set-up and smores.  The event will be from 5-8 with check-in at 4:15.  We need about 7

volunteers.  The event is rain or shine.

Adjournment at 6:34 p.m. by Jacki Block

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zotpWb2pT7qNcqqxIQ41z_AIN4aXW97olSunQcJyIgw/edit?usp=sharing

